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To establish policy concerning the response to aggression/resistance by sworn members 
of the Cromwell Police Department. 

POLICY 

It is the policy of the Cromwell Police Department to provide clear procedures to sworn 
officers regarding the response to aggression/resistance (R.A.R.) in the performance of 
their duties. The safety of innocent persons and officers is of paramount importance. In 
compliance with applicable law, officers shall use only the amount of force necessary and 
reasonable to control a situation, effect an arrest, overcome resistance to arrest, or defend 
themselves or others from harm. When a R.A.R. is necessary, the degree of force 
employed should be in direct relationship to the amount of resistance exerted, or the 
immediate threat to the officers or others. There is a compelling public interest that 
officers authorized to exercise R.A.R. do so in an objectively reasonable manner and in a 
way that does not violate the civil rights guaranteed by our Constitution and applicable 
law. Officers who use excessive or unjustified R.A.R. degrade the confidence of the 
community that they serve, undennine the legitimacy of a police officer's authority, and 
hinder the Department's ability to provide effective law enforcement services to the 
community. 

Officers who use excessive or unauthorized R.A.R. shall be subject to discipline, possible 
criminal prosecution, and/or civil liability. R.A.R. is only authorized when it is 
objectively reasonable and for a lawful purpose. Accordingly, the Department will 
thoroughly review and/or investigate all R.A.R. by officers to assure compliance with all 
legal requirements and this policy. 

DEFINITIONS 

Actively Resisting: When a subject makes physically evasive movements to 
interfere with an officer's attempt to control that subject; including bracing, tensing, 
pulling away, or pushing. 

Authorized Weapons: Weapons that meet Depmiment specifications and officers 
are permitted to carry; and for which officers successfully complete proficiency and 
safety training. 

' 

.. 

... 




































